
Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Look for your name & sit with your 
assigned TRIBE.  



Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



What are you getting yourself into? 
 1 week long survival course 
 Tasks that will challenge your stamina and know-how  
 Make it through learning the “WRITE” survival skills 
 Every day earn points for making it through the course 



Know what to expect! (Open your Survival Book to P. 8) 
 Length & Time: 60 minutes; 2 pages max 
 Format: Essay- expository or persuasive? 
 Score: 1-6  

 Goal Score = 4+ 



Read & dissect the prompt  
1. Identify the writing mode (expository or 

persuasive) and circle the key word indicator 
(explain, inform, convince, persuade, etc.) 

2. Identify the audience (who are you writing to) 
and draw a rectangle around it 

3. Underline the topic(s) 
4. Plan by completing a graphic organizer  

Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



Read & dissect the prompt  

1. Identify the writing mode (expository or persuasive?) and circle the 
key word indicator (explain, inform, convince, persuade, etc.) 

2. Identify the audience (who are you writing to) and draw a rectangle 
around it 

3. Underline the topic(s) 

4. Plan by completing a graphic organizer  

  

 Think about a career you would like to have. Now 
write a newspaper article to explain why you 
would choose a certain career. 

 pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 



Read & dissect the prompt  

1. Identify the writing mode (expository or persuasive?) and circle the 
key word indicator (explain, inform, convince, persuade, etc.) 

2. Identify the audience (who are you writing to) and draw a rectangle 
around it 

3. Underline the topic(s) 

4. Plan by completing a graphic organizer  

  

 Think about a school rule you’d like to change. 
Now write to convince your principal to agree 
with your choice of a rule to change.  

 
School 
rule? 

Reason 1 Reason 2 



 Make sure to complete ALL parts of the challenge 
 Read the directions! 

 Winning Immunity can… 
 Save your team from losing points 

 Earn your team extra credit 

 Survival gear 

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



 Be the first tribe to finish! 
 Every member must participate 

 First team to complete the ENTIRE challenge correctly 
can win immunity  

 When you’re finished, wave your tribe’s flag.  

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



Challenge 1: Print & put in bags for each team. See which team can dissect 
the prompt quickest.  

1. Your school board is considering requiring school uniforms for all 
students. Think about how this might affect you and your peers. Now 
write to convince the school board to agree with your point of view 
on whether uniforms should be required. 

2. The school newspaper is running an article about students’ favorite 
television shows and video games. Think about why you prefer a 
certain television show or video game. Now write to explain why.  

3. Think about the characteristics of a perfect vehicle. Now write to 
explain the perfect vehicle. 

4. Think about the use of mobile phones by drivers. Now write to 
persuade legislators on your opinion of whether using mobile phones 
while driving should be legal.  

5. Think about a school rule you’d like to change. Now write to convince 
your principal to agree with your choice of a rule to change.  



1. Your school board is considering requiring school uniforms for 
all students. Think about how this might affect you and your 
peers. Now write to convince the school board to agree with 
your point of view on whether uniforms should be required. 

2. The school newspaper is running an article about students’ 
favorite television shows and video games. Think about why 
you prefer a certain television show or video game. Now write 
to explain why.  

3. Think about the characteristics of a perfect vehicle. Now write 
to explain the perfect vehicle. 

4. Think about the use of mobile phones by drivers. Now write to 
persuade legislators on your opinion of whether using mobile 
phones while driving should be legal.  

5. Think about a school rule you’d like to change. Now write to 
convince your principal to agree with your choice of a rule to 
change.  



 Complete p. 5-11 in Writing On Demand 
 Fill in the prompt on p. 5 
Think about a career you would like to have. Now write a 
newspaper article to explain why you would choose a 
certain career. 
 Plan your essay on p. 5 

 
 
 

 
 

 Write your essay on p. 6 & 7 
 Complete p. 8-11 

Career? 

Reason 2 Reason 1 



Sit with your tribe.  

Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 6 & 7 



Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Sit with your tribe.  
Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 6 & 7 



HAT-Hook, Attack, Thesis  
1. Hook the reader (anecdote, imagery, quote, one word) 
2. Attack the prompt (address the prompt) 
3. Thesis statement outlines the essay (guides the essay) 

1. Crisp blue skies through the windshield, the growling of the 
engine, the scent of gasoline and tarmac, and the pulse of 
excitement that comes just before takeoff are some of the 
best parts of a flight for me. I love to fly. For me, becoming 
a pilot is an obvious choice. A career as a pilot would allow 
me to not only do something that I love but also earn a 
respectable income.  

 

Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=safari hat&um=1&safe=active&sa=N&rlz=1R2RNLC_enUS522&biw=1366&bih=533&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=zfloS9knLX1Q6M:&imgrefurl=http://clubpenguin.wikia.com/wiki/Safari_Hat_Pin&docid=5wk3jK8Jxvu4dM&imgurl=http://static1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20100827212217/clubpenguin/images/3/35/Safari_Hat_Pin.PNG&w=665&h=639&ei=1X8DU-3DIsXBqAHA14GADA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=2651&page=1&start=0&ndsp=13&ved=0CFcQrQMwAQ


HAT-Hook, Attack, Thesis  
1. Hook the reader (imagery, quote, one word, anecdote) 
2. Attack the prompt (address the prompt) 
3. Thesis statement outlines the essay (guides the essay) 

1. Crisp blue skies through the windshield, the growling of the 
engine, the scent of gasoline and tarmac, and the pulse of 
excitement that comes just before takeoff are some of the 
best parts of a flight for me. I love to fly. For me, becoming 
a pilot is an obvious choice. A career as a pilot would allow 
me to not only do something that I love but also earn a 
respectable income.  

 

Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=safari hat&um=1&safe=active&sa=N&rlz=1R2RNLC_enUS522&biw=1366&bih=533&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=zfloS9knLX1Q6M:&imgrefurl=http://clubpenguin.wikia.com/wiki/Safari_Hat_Pin&docid=5wk3jK8Jxvu4dM&imgurl=http://static1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20100827212217/clubpenguin/images/3/35/Safari_Hat_Pin.PNG&w=665&h=639&ei=1X8DU-3DIsXBqAHA14GADA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=2651&page=1&start=0&ndsp=13&ved=0CFcQrQMwAQ


 Be the first tribe to finish! 
 Every member must participate 

 First team to complete the ENTIRE challenge correctly 
may win immunity  

 When you’re finished, wave your tribe’s flag.  

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 
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Challenge 2: Annotate the sample intros. Write your own intro.  

1. “I love to fly and it shows.” Delta Airlines uses this slogan as 
part of their marketing material, but the same applies to me. 
I’ve loved to sly since I was little and took flight lessons from 
my granddad. From the prep work to take off, there’s really no 
part of flight I don’t like. For me there’s no better career option 
than that of a pilot. In my family it’s tradition so I’ve been 
dreaming about becoming a pilot for years. I adore flying 
because it’s my love and I’ll be able to make a good living at it.  

2. Amazing. It’s the only word I know that can begin to describe 
how I feel when I’m flying. I love to fly because it’s freeing and 
invigorating. There’s no better career to suit me. If I’m able to 
become a professional pilot, not only will I have a career I love, 
I’ll also have one that pays well and allows me to follow my 
family’s tradition.  



Challenge 2: Annotate the sample intros. Write your own intro.  

1. “I love to fly and it shows.” Delta Airlines uses this slogan as 
part of their marketing material, but the same applies to me. 
I’ve loved to sly since I was little and took flight lessons 
from my granddad. From the prep work to take off, 
there’s really no part of flight I don’t like. For me there’s 
no better career option than that of a pilot. In my family 
it’s tradition so I’ve been dreaming about becoming a 
pilot for years. I adore flying because it’s my love and I’ll be 
able to make a good living at it.  

2. Amazing. It’s the only word I know that can begin to describe 
how I feel when I’m flying. I love to fly because it’s freeing 
and invigorating. There’s no better career to suit me. If 
I’m able to become a professional pilot, not only will I have a 
career I love, I’ll also have one that pays well and allows me to 
follow my family’s tradition.  

 



HAT-Hook, Attack, Thesis  
1. Hook the reader (imagery, quote, one word, anecdote) 
2. Attack the prompt (address the prompt) 
3. Thesis statement outlines the essay (guides the essay) 

1. Crisp blue skies through the windshield, the growling of the 
engine, the scent of gasoline and tarmac, and the pulse of 
excitement that comes just before takeoff are some of the 
best parts of a flight for me. I love to fly. For me, becoming 
a pilot is an obvious choice. A career as a pilot would allow 
me to not only do something that I love but also earn a 
respectable income.  

 

Hook 
them 
in! 

Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Make sure 
your thesis is 
clear to lead 
the way! 
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 Complete p. 12-14 in Writing On Demand 
 Annotate the introductions on p. 12 & 13 

 Plan & write an introduction paragraph on p. 14  

 

 

 

 

 

Favorite 
TV 

Show? 

Reason 2 Reason 1 
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 Complete p. 12-14 in Writing On Demand 
 Annotate the introductions on p. 12 & 13 
 Plan & write an introduction paragraph on p. 14  

 
 
 

 
 
 Bazinga! A quip uttered by Sheldon, one of my favorite 
characters on the best TV sitcom: Big Bang Theory. This 
show is hands down my favorite! Between the hilarious 
antics of the quirky characters and the smart, witty one-
liners found throughout each episode, Big Bang Theory is 
the greatest TV show there is.  

Big Bang 
Theory 

Smart/
Witty 

Hilarious/
quirky 

characters 
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Sit with your tribe.  

Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 14 



Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Sit with your tribe.  
Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 14 



The body paragraphs need to be RICH in DETAILS!!!! 
Intro Paragraph 

1. Crisp blue skies through the windshield, the growling of the 
engine, the scent of gasoline and tarmac, and the pulse of 
excitement that comes just before takeoff are some of the 
best parts of a flight for me. I love to fly. For me, becoming 
a pilot is an obvious choice. A career as a pilot would allow 
me to not only do something that I love but also earn a 
respectable income.  

 
Q: According to the thesis statement, what should the first 

body paragraph be about? 
 

 
Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=grub worm&safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1R2RNLC_enUS522&biw=1366&bih=533&tbm=isch&tbnid=9ynCq9kVQJWtAM:&imgrefurl=http://www.gardenworms.com/blog/tag/grub-worm/&docid=Cv7fnwRZthZmLM&imgurl=http://www.gardenworms.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/dirt-grub.jpg&w=328&h=366&ei=AoUDU-enF8eyrQGo64H4Dg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1002&page=4&start=45&ndsp=17&ved=0COcBEK0DMC8


The body paragraphs need to be RICH in DETAILS!!!! 
Body Paragraph 1 

 My mother once told me that finding a job you love is 
priceless. I feel fortunate that I already know I love to fly, 
and I’m not even of age to hold a full-time job yet. For me, 
flying is much more than a task or a chore- it’s a passion. 
I love to fly as children love to play; I love to fly as fish 
love to swim; I love to fly as flowers love the sun. 
Instrument panels, bright blue skies, cracked leather 
seats, and the drop in my stomach at each and every 
takeoff are each part of what makes flying something that 
I love now and always will. Luckily for me, not only will 
the career be emotionally fulfilling, it will also be 
financially rewarding.  

pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 
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The body paragraphs need to be RICH in DETAILS!!!! 
Body Paragraph 1 

 My mother once told me that finding a job you love is 
priceless. I feel fortunate that I already know I love to fly, 
and I’m not even of age to hold a full-time job yet. For 
me, flying is much more than a task or a chore- it’s a 
passion. I love to fly as children love to play; I love to fly 
as fish love to swim; I love to fly as flowers love the sun. 
Instrument panels, bright blue skies, cracked leather 
seats, and the drop in my stomach at each and every 
takeoff are each part of what makes flying something 
that I love now and always will. Luckily for me, not only 
will the career be emotionally fulfilling, it will also be 
financially rewarding.  

pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 

Topic 
Sentence 
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 Be the first tribe to finish! 
 Every member must participate 

 First team to complete the ENTIRE challenge correctly 
may win immunity  

 When you’re finished, wave your tribe’s flag.  

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 
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Challenge 3: Write a second body paragraph with juicy 
details and vocabulary. 

 Crisp blue skies through the windshield, the growling of the engine, 
the scent of gasoline and tarmac, and the pulse of excitement that 
comes just before takeoff are some of the best parts of a flight for 
me. I love to fly. For me, becoming a pilot is an obvious choice. A 
career as a pilot would allow me to not only do something that I 
love but also earn a respectable income.  

 

pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 
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Challenge 3: Write a second body paragraph with juicy details and 
vocabulary. 

The body paragraphs need to be RICH in DETAILS!!!! 
Body Paragraph 2 (p. 19) 

 One of my dad’s famous lines is that “love won’t put food on the 
table.” Fortunately, when I do become a pilot, I will make a 
respectable income. I hope to make at least $65,000 a year 
when I begin flying commercially. In today’s economy, I would 
argue that any job is a good job. Personally, though, if I’ve spent 
money on flight preparation and captain’s licensure and have 
bills to pay, I will need to have substantial income in order to be 
fiscally responsible. A career as a pilot will allow me to support 
myself as well as pay off any debit I may incur. That’s the way 
my family members before me have done it, at least.  

pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 
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Challenge 3: Write a second body paragraph with juicy details and 
vocabulary. 

The body paragraphs need to be RICH in DETAILS!!!! 
Body Paragraph 2 (p. 19) 

 One of my dad’s famous lines is that “love won’t put food on the 
table.” Fortunately, when I do become a pilot, I will make a 
respectable income. I hope to make at least $65,000 a year 
when I begin flying commercially. In today’s economy, I would 
argue that any job is a good job. Personally, though, if I’ve spent 
money on flight preparation and captain’s licensure and have 
bills to pay, I will need to have substantial income in order to be 
fiscally responsible. A career as a pilot will allow me to support 
myself as well as pay off any debt I may incur. That’s the way 
my family members before me have done it, at least.  

pilot 

love to 
fly  

$$ 
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 Complete p. 22 & 23 in Writing On Demand 
 Look at your plan from p. 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Write 2 JUICY body paragraphs on p. 22 & 23  
 Use JUICY DETAILS 
 What’s in the guts??  

 Rich vocab 
 More than enough  

 
 
 

 
 

Favorite 
TV 

Show? 

Reason 2 Reason 1 
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Sit with your tribe.  

Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 23 



Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Sit with your tribe.  
Take out your survival book.  

Open to p. 23 



The conclusion paragraph needs to follow CAT 
CAT-Connect, Attack, Thought 

1. Connect (tie it to the rest of the essay) 
2. Attack the prompt (paraphrase your thesis) 
3. Thought for reader (STUN the reader with energy) 
Conclusion Paragraph 

1. As far as I’m concerned, a career as a pilot is the only choice 
I’m ready, willing and able to make. I love to fly, so having a 
career that puts me in the air is a bonus. Working as a pilot 
will help me secure a solid financial future, too. Happily, I 
plan to follow that tradition as I take up a career as a pilot.  
 

 
Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



The conclusion paragraph needs to follow CAT 
CAT-Connect, Attack, Thought 

1. Connect (tie it to the rest of the essay) 
2. Attack the prompt (paraphrase your thesis) 
3. Thought for reader (STUN the reader with energy) 
Conclusion Paragraph 

1. As far as I’m concerned, a career as a pilot is the only choice 
I’m ready, willing and able to make. I love to fly, so having a 
career that puts me in the air is a bonus. Working as a pilot 
will help me secure a solid financial future, too. Happily, I 
plan to follow that tradition as I take up a career as a pilot.  
 

 
Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



 Be the first tribe to finish! 
 Every member must participate 

 First team to complete the ENTIRE challenge correctly 
may win immunity  

 When you’re finished, wave your tribe’s flag.  

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



 Complete Essay Annotating with the SAMPLE 6 
ESSAYS 
 Read the essay carefully & observe 

 Follow the annotating instructions 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notice what makes the essays a 6! You can do this!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doing 

Fun 
Hands-on 
experience 

Yes- teens 
waste too 

much time 

conversations grades 
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Sit with your tribe.  

Take out your essay annotating samples 
& your Survival Book. 



Do you have the “write” survival skills? 

Sit with your tribe.  
Take out your essay annotating samples 

& your Survival Book. 



Things to look for… (p. 38 & 39) 
1. Re-read- always proof read your stuff! 
2. Upgrade your vocabulary! 

1. No rice cake words!  
2. SALSAFY your vocab! 

3. Add details 
1. Are there any unanswered questions? Can you be more 

specific? 
4. Conventions 

1. Spelling 
2. punctuation 
3. Capitalization 
4. grammar 
 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



Things to look for… (p. 55) 
1. Commonly confused words: 

1. Accept/Except 
2. Buy/By/Bye 
3. Cite/Sight/Site 
4. Its/It’s 
5. Passed/Past 
6. Than/Then 
7. Their/There/They’re 
8. Through/Threw 
9. To/Too/Two 
10. Weather/Whether 
11. Where/Were/We’re 
12. Whose/Who’s 
13. Your/You’re 
 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



 Be the first tribe to finish! 
 Every member must participate 

 First team to complete the ENTIRE challenge correctly 
can may win immunity  

 When you’re finished, wave your tribe’s flag.  

 Do you have the “write” survival skills? 



 Review your Write Book  

 P. 55, 57 & 58 
 Transitions 

 Commonly confused words 

 Advice 

 Compare & contrast the essays 
 How does a 4 compare to a 6? 

 How are you feeling about tomorrow? 

 Get a good night of sleep & eat breakfast tomorrow! 

 Think positive, you SURVIVED! You have the “WRITE” 
SKILLS! You WILL PASS this test!  
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